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In order to use birds of prey in conservation awareness centres, the following
licences and permits are required.

Please note that while many of these requirements pertain to the whole of South
Africa, some are specific to the province of KwaZulu-Natal.

1.1 Display permit : Issued by the relevant conservation agency and renewable
annually on inspection.

1.1.1 Applicants will be judged on merit. They need to provide proof of sufficient
display-flying experience, normally in another licensed facility. Applicants will
also be judged on whether they have sufficient raptor handling experience to
competently care for a wide variety of birds of prey.

1.1.2 As the applicant is essentially embarking on a business exercise, they should
be able to produce a simple business plan, showing how they propose to
support their birds.

1.1.3 The applicant must actually conduct a practical raptor flying demonstration to
show his/her level of skill, while simultaneously providing commentary, as one
would do when conducting a public display.

1.1.4 Professional showmanship based on sound management and conservation
principles is important. The safety of the birds must never be compromised for
the sake of entertainment.

1.1.5 An up-to-date register of all birds is to be maintained. The raptor register
details that are required can be found under 4.2 (record keeping).

1.1.6 Permit application to keep raptors should be accompanied by the details of the
applicant’s consulting veterinarian who has experience working with birds of

prey.
1.1.7 Allflying raptors held under a display permit must:

- Carry an identifying micro-chip (Identipet seems to be the more widely used
transponder service in South Africa) or a non-removable, numbered metal ring.
The micro-chip must either be inserted on acquisition of the raptor or as soon as
the bird is successfully flying free. These details must be recorded in the raptor
register.

- In the case of diurnal raptors, be flown with tracking equipment attached at all
times. (telemetry or traditional)

1.2 Trainer's Licence : Under the Performing Animal Protection Act 24 of 1935,
anyone wishing to train and exhibit animals needs an annually-renewable
trainer's licence. Whoever is present and heads the public raptor demonstration
is required to possess this licence.
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1.6

1.7

1.7

1.7

A Mews/Aviary Reqistration Permit __ is required for every premises on which
raptors are housed. This permit states the number of aviaries and the
maximum number of birds to be held in those aviaries.

A Licence to Maintain a Mews/Aviary __ to keep raptors is
also required and is renewable annually (by the 31° January)

Raptor Movement permits : Transfer of ownership or custodianship must be
accompanied by a permit and be arranged through the appropriate conservation
agency.

.1 An Acquisition Permit is required for every new raptor, stating the origin of

the bird.

.2 Likewise, should you wish to move the raptor to another facility, you can only

do so with a Disposal Permit .

Import / Export permits __ are required for any birds used in satellite shows
performed outside of your province of origin. These are obtained before being
transported to the event.

From the year 2008, any facility holding or working with raptors recognized as
‘Threatened or Protected Species’ according to the National Environmental
Management Biodiversity Act (Act 10 of 2004) shall be required to apply for
TOPS permits_in order to do so. (See Appendix 1 for species affected.)

.1 A TOPS Registration permit__is valid for three years and is issued to a facility

by the relevant provincial issuing authority.

.2 Once registered a further TOPS Standing permit is required in order to under

take the restricted activity of commercial exhibition. (Valid for 36 months)

No wild-caught birds, or wild raptors in the process of rehabilitation, may be used
for commercial public displays. Only captive-bred, indigenous raptors, or raptors
that have unsuccessfully gone through an accredited rehabilitation centre and are
deemed unreleaseable, may be used for display purposes.

Exotic or hybridized species can only be flown if the species in question does not
pose a threat to natural biodiversity. Only experienced raptor handlers (with a
minimum of four years fulltime working experience) should fly these birds and
then with telemetry.

Having a permit to display birds of prey does not automatically entitle the permit-
holder to dabble in any of the other recognized raptor fields like rehabilitation or
falconry. Each field of raptor work is specialized and requires separate experience
and authorization. The converse also applies and birds of prey held on falconry or
rehabilitation permits are not to be displayed.
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Suitable site selection for your facility is critical. When deciding on a location, site
orientation and general weather conditions should be considered. Proximity to
potentially objects or situations hazardous to free flying birds could prove detrimental.

2.1 Enclosure Space Requirements for flighted raptors

The aviaries permitted under 1.3 and 1.4 and designed for the public display of
raptors should be of the following minimum sizes:

Bird of Prey Surface Area requirement, Cage Height
per bird (square metres) (metres)
Small Vultures 10 3
Large Vultures 20 3+
Buzzards/Small Eagles 10 3
Large Eagles 20 3+
Kites &Harriers 6 3
Kestrels & BSK's 4 2.5
Falcons 9 2.5
Large Owls 6 3
Small Owls 4 2
Large Accipiters 8 3
Small Accipiters 6 2.5

These sizes do not necessarily apply to the muses holding raptors used in
daily flying demonstrations. These birds get extra exercise outside of their
enclosures.

The extra space requirements for additional birds housed in a single aviary
may be less than these specified space requirements.



2.2 Enclosure construction

Enclosures shall be constructed of such materials, and be maintained in
sufficiently good repair, to ensure that they will hold the birds at all times and
are safe for the birds, for the staff attending them and for the public.

Enclosures must have a sheltered area (covering at least one-third of the
enclosure), which is enclosed by weatherproof walls. This is to provide roost
security and protection from wind, rain and extremes of temperature and
sunlight.

Enclosures must allow the bird’s some access to rain or include a water-mist
spray.

Enclosures should be well drained. Floors should be a cleanable substrate, or
be of a material (e.g. sand), which can be replaced to avoid the accumulation
of faeces, fungi and moulds.

The walls of large raptor enclosures may be of flexible nylon net to reduce the
impact of birds colliding with it. Wire weld-mesh, (not chicken mesh), can be
used on wall surfaces where members of the public can actually reach the
sides of the enclosures.

Working access to raptor enclosures should be through a double safety door
or a self-closing entrance. Doors should be locked from the outside upon
exiting.

The entry of potential pests, such as rodents, insects, snakes, monkeys and
other predators needs to be considered when building raptor enclosures.

2.3 Enclosure Furniture

The total number of perches and/or ledges must outnumber the number of birds
in the aviary.

Some perches should be visually hidden from other raptors in adjacent cages. All
perches should be placed so that birds in adjoining enclosures cannot perch
within reach of each other through the mesh.

Perches and ledges should be placed so as to encourage freedom of movement
allowing the birds to make maximum use of the flight possibilities within the
enclosure.



Most raptors prefer to perch on the highest branch possible. Competition for the
highest vantage point can be avoided by providing a number of perches at that
height.

In addition to perches, a number of stumps can also be provided. Enclosures
containing raptors, which are incapable of normal flight, should include rough-
barked branches or ladder perches, which permit the birds to climb to higher
points.

All perches, ledges or tree stumps must be placed so that the birds can sit
comfortably without their plumage coming into contact with walls or fixtures.

Perches should preferably be constructed from natural branches of varying
diameter and cross-section. The perches should have circumferences no less
than the talon span of the species to be housed.

Perches with smooth surfaces result in pressure sores or bumblefoot, so make
available rough or textured branch surfaces to prevent foot problems. Astroturf or
synthetic carpet strips can be attached to the perches.

There must be no hanging string or wire objects in which flying raptors can
become entangled and no sharp objects on which they can injure themselves.

Some species have very specific needs and habitat requirements. Attempts
should be made to provide the raptor with furnishings and foliage similar to that it
would utilize in the wild. For example, provide ground-dwelling owls with grass to
hide behind and cliff nesters with a ‘rock face’ shelf to roost on.

Nocturnal, hole-nesting owls should be provided with at least one darkened
corner to hide from the light and provide roost security. Provision of a suitable
hollow log or box is recommended. Ensure that the size of the entrance hole is
large enough to allow the owl safe entry and exit of the box.

Perches must be no closer to the roof of the enclosure than that distance which is
needed for the bird's wing to go through its natural arc during take-off and landing.

A bird-of-prey aviary must contain a bathing pond / water container of a size
sufficient to allow normal bathing behavior. It should have a non-slip, cleanable
surface and no sharp edges.

The shallow pond / container is to be kept filled with clean, fresh water to a depth
no greater than the length of the bird’s legs for which it is intended.



2.4 Management Hygiene

The floor substrate, perches, shelves, nest-boxes, food and water containers and
other components of the enclosure must be maintained in a clean and hygienic
condition:

Left over food should be removed daily. This will not only enhance hygienic living
conditions of the birds, but will allow the handlers to monitor their daily food intake
more accurately.

Excrement, fur, feathers and castings should be removed regularly to prevent
unhealthy and unsightly accumulations. Cleaning of cages can be temporarily
waived when aviary raptors are breeding and raising nestlings, if the entry of
people proves disruptive.

Contaminated substrate material should be removed and replaced as necessary.

Solid surfaces within the enclosure should be disinfected at least annually, but
preferably ever six months. The surfaces must first be washed with soap and
water, or steam. Disinfected surfaces must be rinsed before raptors come in
contact with them again. Use of suitable disinfectants should be under veterinary
instruction.

Perches, shelves, nest-boxes and other items of enclosure furniture made from
wood should be replaced as soon as they show signs of decay. The removed
items should be destroyed by burning.

The use in, or around, raptor enclosures of insecticides containing chlorinated

hydorcarbons or animal poisons, such as rodent baits, should be under veterinary
instruction in view of the known toxicity of these substances to raptorial birds.

2.5 Inter- and Intra-specific Interaction

To reduce aggression, attempts should be made to keep sociable species with
others and not to overcrowd solitary species.

Raptor species of similar size and hunting capacity may be held together in the
same enclosure if they are not noted for inter-specific aggression. They should,
however, still be monitored regularly.

Owls should never be housed in the same enclosure as a diurnal raptor.
If a raptor is being severely stressed by the aggression or presence of other

raptors in the enclosure, then arrangements should be made for it to be housed
separately from the dominant birds.
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Suitable whole animals (carcass, complete with bone, feather or fur etc.) should
provide most of the nutritional and energy requirements of raptors.

The majority of food fed to a raptor should be similar to what it would naturally
hunt in the wild and can include:

- domestic mice, rats and rabbits (for mammal-eating species)

- fish (for piscivorous species)

- birds, such as Coturnix quail and day-old chicks (for avian-eating species)
- any other natural prey species which can be legally obtained.

Attempt must be made to feed a raptor a variable diet with vitamin and mineral
supplementation if necessary. Supplementation can be administered directly onto
the prepared food or given in the food or water of the mice, rats or quails that are
in turn bred to feed the raptors.

An establishment applying for a permit to exhibit raptors must satisfy the
appropriate authority that it has guaranteed, and on-going, access to adequate
fresh and/or frozen food supplies of suitable whole animals.

Except on fast-days, a sufficient quantity of food should be made available to
each individual raptor to ensure that their daily nutritional requirements are met.

Raptors at flying weight should not be subject to a fast-day unless they have been
sufficiently glutted. Please note that very small species of raptors have a high
metabolism and require smaller amounts of food more often and should not
necessarily have fasting days.

Raptors not in work should not be subject to more than one fast-day per week
and there should be at least three days between any two fast-days.

Small Vultures require at least 5 meals a week. Large vultures require at least 3
large meals a week

3.1 Food Quality

Food supplied to raptors must be clean and fresh and be obtained from a reliable
source.

Before carcasses are offered as food, they should be cut open and examined for
gross lesions suggestive of disease.

De-boned meat used to feed birds of prey needs to be supplemented with an
appropriate calcium additive.



Waterfowl and pigeons are known to carry the trichomoniasis infection. To help
prevent transmition of this disease to the birds of prey, treat bird meat before
feeding it to the raptors. (The preferred treatment is to behead and remove the
crop and gastro-intestinal tract directly after euthanasia. Then freeze the meat for
at least 24 hours, at minus -18 degrees Celsius or lower.)

Food items must be prepared on a non-contaminated surface.

3.2  Certain food should NOT _ be fed to raptors:
Meat from animals which have been shot may contain residual lead pellets, which
could cause lead poisoning.
Do not feed spoilt or decaying meat (like road-kill).
Do not feed any animal that has died, or is suspected of dying from any toxic
material, including insecticides, rodenticides, and euthanasing chemicals (Note:

CO2 gassing is acceptable).

Do not feed animals showing clinical signs of being infected by disease
(especially trichomoniasis protozoa in pigeons and doves).

Do not feed laboratory mice and rats that have been used in research programs,
which lead to the food animals containing chemicals different from those of
normal mice and rats.

Do not feed fatty meat.

1. . :

4.1 ldentification

Each raptor must be individually identified by an approved method, such as a leg
ring or microchip or recorded physical abnormality.

Birds used in flying demonstrations must be closed-ringed or micro-chipped
(subcutaneously) by a veterinarian.
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4.2 Record-Keeping: The Raptor Reqister

Raptor establishments must keep detailed records of all their birds, in a form
which can be quickly and easily accessed. Individuals need to be linked through
the record system to permit numbers. This information is summarized in the form
of the annual returns that submitted to the permit issuing authority of your
province. Comparison of this information with the records of other establishments
can be of potential value for the development of improved management practices.

All documents and information pertaining to each bird from previous institutions
must be kept on file. Raptors moving to new locations must be accompanied by
copies of all their identification and health records as well as the appropriate
permits.

4.2.1 Identification records

Should provide the following information:

- Scientific name, and personal name, if any

- It permit number and enclosure location at your facility

- The sex of the bird

- Any distinctive markings or distinguishing permanent injuries

- ID markers: leg rings or micro-chips

- Age, if captive-bred, or, if obtained as a juvenile, the year in which it was hatched.

- Status: Full Imprint, social imprint or parent raised

- The bird’s origin & history: acquisition date and history details (of prior facility or
non-releaseable rehab bird etc.)

- Details of disposal (including contact details of any new custodian) or death,
when relevant,

4.2.2 Health care records should cover:

- Clinical data; including the results of any physical veterinary examination; date
and details of any form of treatment given, together with the results of routine
health examinations.

- Routine management procedures like de-worming, or beak -pairing

- Normal diet (including supplements) and feeding routine

- Training program, if any

- Breeding and details of any offspring

- The date and cause of death and the post-mortem results where relevant.

11



4.3 Health and Veterinary Care

Coping and Imping : Need to be performed often enough to ensure the birds
maintain both favorable condition and appearance.

Deworming : All raptors should be regularly checked for worms in order to prevent
parasitic build up. Individual faecal samples can be taken from trained flying birds
and collective faecal samples can be taken from the aviary birds and then treatment
administered where necessary. A safe deworming product, like Panacur, lvomec or
Mediworm can be successfully used.

Injury and Disease : Birds must be treated under the direct guidance of a
veterinarian. Any treatment administered or information pertaining to the health of the
raptor should be kept on file. (See 4.2.2 above)

Treatment Facilities : Suitable low-light, warm isolation facilities should be available

for the treatment of sick birds. This facility must be out of public view in order to
reduce stress on the raptors.

4.4 Environmental Enrichment Programs

In recent years proactive commercial exhibition facilities are required to create
activities or enrichment products to increase the quality of life of the creatures held
permanently on public display. Although successful enrichment programs for captive
raptors are not documented and may be difficult to implement, attempt should be
made stimulate permanently housed raptors that do not, or cannot get out t fly.

In the wild birds of prey fly to hunt and hunt because they are hungry. The best
stimulation a captive raptor could receive is to be trained and flown free. Permanently
housed raptors that do not fly could be kept in pairs and provided with extra food and
nesting material to allow them to undertake courtship display.

If enclosures provide environment views then both land and air activities can be seen
by the housed raptors. Providing the birds with vegetation of physical structures like
they would use in the wild will presumably help make them feel at home. Big eagles
and vulture will often sunbathe on flat lawned areas if provided. Fresh water in their
water dishes will stimulate many birds to have a bath. If rough surfaces are provided
they can feak as they would in the wild.

At feeding times food can be : placed in various places

hidden in nests or logs for harrier-hawks or
spread over a wide area for secretary birds.

12
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5.1 Containers
The transport box should be constructed of sturdy cardboard or wood.

A transport box for raptors should not allow entry of light, except through
ventilation holes. Ventilation holes (5mm in diameter) should be cut around the
base of the container on all sides, just above the internal floor. A further two
holes (7mm in diameter) or more should be cut in each side, just below the
internal roof height.

The dimensions of the transport container should be at least 30cm longer and

wider than the standing bird (beak tip to tail tip), and should provide at least 10cm
head clearance.

The floor of the container must be securely lined with a resistant material that will
provide grip for the bird's talons. (Non-looped artificial grass is recommended or
synthetic carpet squares that can be removed for cleaning.)

Access to the container should be from a hinged or sliding door on one side of the
container. One must be able to secure the door during transport.

Containers must be clearly marked eg 'LIVE ANIMAL, HANDLE WITH CARE,
THIS WAY UP, KEEP COOL.'

No more than one raptor should be enclosed in a single compartment, unless all
the birds in the container are young fledglings from the same nest.

Only ‘box-trained’ raptors should be transported in a box with a fixed perch in it.

5.2 Provision of Food in Transit

For journeys less than 24 hours in duration, the birds to be transported should not
be fed within four hours of departure. (Some raptors do not travel well and might
bring up their meal.) Provision should be made for feeding on arrival at the
destination point.

For journeys longer than 24 hours, transport containers must include access to
food. Birds should be fed every 24 hours.

The above two provisions do not apply to nestlings — more regular feeding of
these birds is obviously necessary.

13



5.3 General

Get advice from your attending veterinarian or an approved raptor rehabilitator
should you need to transport a injured or sick raptor.

Raptors must not be subjected to temperatures greater than 30 degrees or less
than 10 degrees Celsius during transport.

Noise must be minimized during transport.

The time from the boxing of the raptor to the arrival at its destination must be kept
to a minimum.

When transporting birds of prey by air the transport container must meet IATA
(International Air Transport Association) specifications. These regulations can be
obtained from international airports — see Appendix 1

5.4 Release into the New Enclosure

Raptors should be released into their new enclosures at a suitable time, i.e. owls
at dusk, diurnal raptors early in the morning. This is to avoid heat stress and allow
time for orientation in the new surroundings.

Release should be carried out away from public view.

3 . &

6.1 Staff

6.1.1 Raptors must be under the supervision of a person capable of:
safely handling and/or restraining raptorial birds

minimizing the likelihood, and danger of, confrontations with keepers or members
of the public by raptors

minimizing the stress experienced by birds of prey
"manning" (taming) raptors before they are publicly displayed
implementing training principles, if raptors are to be flown free
providing adequate maintenance diets for raptors

recognizing aberrant behavior and indicators of ill health in the
species under his/her supervision.

14



6.1.2 It is important that there be someone present on site at night for security; even
if this is just a security guard to raise an alarm in the event of an emergency like fire
or theft.

6.2 Public
Raptors are not suitable for walk-through aviaries.

Members of the public should not be permitted to handle raptors, except when the
birds are fully "manned”, and are under the strict supervision of an experienced
handler.

Any active participation by a member of the public should only be with a small to
medium sized raptor that poses absolutely no threat to them. This interaction
should be undertaken formally using a glove and the bird shouldn’t be
encouraged to land on anywhere else other than this protective glove.

The safest way for a member of the public to hold a bird is when it has flown, has
eaten and is tethered to the glove. A well manned, sociable raptor can be held for
photographs, but care must be taken not to prolong this exposure and put any
undue stress on the bird. The raptor’'s handler must be one step away at all times

Raptors do not like to be stroked. Allowing members of the public to pet them will
not only stress the birds, but also remove the natural, protective oils from their
feathers.

When flying a raptor close to people always direct the flight away from their faces
and brief the audience as to the proximity of the flying bird.

A safety fence and warning sign should be provided to keep visitors from coming
into contact with enclosures containing large eagles or birds that are known to be
footy or aggressive or, like vultures, have the ability to bite quite hard.

Members of the public should be advised by signage not to attempt to feed the
raptors, hit the cage walls or throw anything at the birds to make them fly or 'wake

up'.

It is advisable to display information boards, pertaining to the enclosed birds on
each enclosure.

15
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All raptors must be "manned" (tamed) before being put on public display and
should not show signs of stress when exposed to humans.

Only raptors used in flying demonstrations should be tethered on display. If the
tethered raptors are in the open they should be under constant supervision to
protect them from the public and other predators. Preferably, however, tethered
birds should be housed in a covered 'weathering' (tethering area) or an enclosed
mews (raptor aviary).

Free-mewsed birds (living loose in an aviary) normally used for flying
demonstrations, may remain jessed in their enclosures. These jesses must be
flying jesses only (short strips of leather without slits in them). It is preferable,
however, that they only wear leather anklets on their legs.

If raptors are tethered, then their handler must have adequate training/experience
in, and understanding of the use of falconry equipment. This is to ensure that the
raptor does not become tangled up and injure or kill itself.

All tethering equipment and falconry furniture must be well maintained (leather -
unstretched and treated, cord - soft and pliable etc), in good repair and designed
according to accepted methods which ensure that the birds do not become
entangled. The birds must be regularly checked for signs of chaffing and stress.

Raptors in training, or receiving daily flying exercise in displays or otherwise, may
be kept tethered in enclosures (mews). These birds must be perched in a mews
of suitable size that when they bate (jump to the end of their tether) they cannot
hit the sides of the enclosure with their wings or face.

The correct falconry furniture must be maintained for each particular type of
raptor. The following are used for different species.

Longwings — Block perches (of sizes proportionate to the bird itself)

Shortwings — Bow perches (with rings moving freely over the
arc of the perch)

Broadwings — Bow or beam perches (solid and un-moving)
Owls — There is no need to keep trained owls tethered

throughout the day, they can be free-mewsed
between displays.

16
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b)
c)

d)

It is important to remember that all birds of prey are protected species. Handlers
and the audience must be aware at all times that the flying display is a working
situation, not a game.

Handlers must have experience in weight management of flying birds and must
never be ‘starving birds into submission’. It is essential that each bird have a
flying record-chart showing dates, time, weights, food intake, weather conditions
and performance. (See appendix 3 for an example) This is a good point of
reference when there is more than one handler flying the raptor or when one
handler is flying many hawks.

Displays should be organized and well executed; the commentary content is also
important. The aim of your demonstration should be to create an awareness and
appreciation of wild birds of prey and discuss factors threatening them, so as to
conserve and protect them. It should be informative, but entertaining, and the
following topics should be covered:

That birds of prey are not harmful, killing machines, but merely birds specially
designed for catching their food ie meat.

Raptors do not make good pets

It is illegal to hold any wild raptor, injured or otherwise, without the correct
permits. (Raptors are protected by law.)

Falconry is a time consuming and demanding activity and requires huge
dedication.

The traditional myths and misconceptions concerning especially owls and vultures
that impact negatively on man'’s attitude towards them and threaten their survival

Raptors brought from their enclosures for show or performance purposes should
have been trained to accept being tethered and should at all times be under the
control of an experienced handler.

The welfare of the birds must be considered at all times and they must be calm, fit
and in good plumage.

The introduction of new display birds should be made to small, quiet audiences in
order to minimize stress on the inexperienced bird. If a bird is showing signs of
stress, either in flight or on static display, then remove it immediately.

All flying raptors must be marked; either closed-ringed or micro-chipped.

All diurnal raptors that are big enough to carry a transmitter and have ranging
flight patterns should fly with telemetry equipment at all times.

17



There must be the minimum of leg attachments on any free-flying bird, so if they
do attempt to fly away they will not become entangled in branches and the like.
Preferably the flying birds should wear no more than anklets. Small, removable
flying/field jesses are permitted, but flying with Aylmeri jesses is unacceptable and
dangerous. Under no circumstance should birds fly free with th eir jesses
tied together.

Handlers must constantly check the skies for the presence and threat of wild
raptors when flying the display birds.

If a previous demonstration bird is still at large in the immediate locality and will
not come down, then the following bird cannot be flown. The safety of each
individual is paramount; never compromise this for the sake of putting on a good
show.

Statically displayed raptors must never be tethered out in the open in view of the
flying birds because they are vulnerable to attack from above.

The birds should not be left hooded for unnecessarily extended length of time.
The use of the hood should also be carefully explained to your audience to
alleviated concerns of cruelty.

Do not fly a raptor in weather conditions hazardous to that particular bird. This
could be high wind, thick mist or extreme heat.

The food reward offered to the raptors should preferably be made unrecognizable
to 'sensitive' viewers.

Crowd control is imperative at all times (This is easier if the audience are seated).
Minimize movement, noise and people trying to ‘catch’ the raptors as they fly
past. It is unfair to ask the raptor to have to undergo an uncontrolled interaction.

A public address system is recommended, so that the audience can hear your
commentary and explanations at all times without putting undue stress of close
proximity on the raptor.

If a raptor should fly away, whether during a show or training session, all relevant
raptor handlers in the area should be notified of your loss within 24hours. This
expansion of your search party network will hopefully increase the chance of
getting your bird back. These parties would include local rehabilitation centres
that deal with birds of prey, the provincial falconry club and other raptor display
centres.
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8.1 Satellite Raptor Shows

It is advisable for two people to perform satellite displays and that both be
gualified to answer questions.

Tethered satellite birds must never be left unattended for any reason.

The birds must have access to both shade and water on location.

Display birds should never be required to live out of boxes for extended periods: a
period of four days should be the maximum time that the raptor be kept outside a
safe mews. The raptor must be outside its box for at least 8 out of 24 hours and

when in the box it must be checked at regular intervals.

The correct inter-provincial permits must always be obtained for satellite shows in
areas other than your home province.

The use of telemetry on satellite birds is imperative, as the chances of losing the
bird in unfamiliar surroundings is far greater.
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1) The Hawk Board Countryside Alliance, UK
i. Guidelines to Demonstration Givers
ii. Flying Demonstrations of Birds of Prey
The Old Town Hall
367 Kennington Road
London SE114PT
Tel: 020 7582 5432
Fax: 020 77938484
Chairman — Jim Chick Vice-Chair. — Jemima Parry-Jones

2) The EWT Raptor Conservation Group proposed document of “National Policy
for Captive Birds of Prey For South Africa”, Editor B.L. Penzorn 1995

3) KZN Wildlife working document “Birds of Prey in Captivity 7, 2003.....
4) Standards for Exhibiting in New South Wales , Australia.
A publication of the Director General, NSW Agriculture, pertaining to the

conditions of display of captive raptors (pursuant to Clause 8(2) of the Exhibited
Animals Protection Regulations, 1995).

Complied, on behalf of the by:

Shannon Hoffman

Contact Telephone (031) 785 2981 or Cell 082 925 3023
In Consultation with

Bill Howells, KZN Wildlife

Mark Holder, Dullstroom Bird of Prey Centre, Mapumalanga
Brian Foster, Ratanga Junction, Cape Town
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Threatened or Protected (TOPS) Raptor Species

As listed in Government Gazette number 29657, Regul  ation Gazette number R.8638, Notice No. R 151

Critically Endangered Egyptian Vulture

Endangered Bearded Vulture
White-backed Vulture
Cape Vulture
Hooded Vulture
Lappet-faced Vulture

Pels Fishing Owil

Vulnerable White-headed Vulture

Tawny Eagle

Martial Eagle

Bateleur Eagle

Southern Banded Snake Eagle

Taita Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Lesser Kestrel

Grass Owl

Protected African Marsh Harrier
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Neophron percnopterus

Gypaetus barbatus
Gyps africanus

Gyps coprotheres
Necrosyrtes monachus
Torgos trachelfotus

Scotopelia peli

Trigonoceps occipitalis

Aquila rapax
Polemaetus bellicosus
Terathopius ecaudaitus
Circaetus fasciolatus

Falco fasciinucha
Falco peregrinus
Falco naumanni

Tyto capensis

Circus ranivorus



ﬁ.rf Live Animals Regulations

| CONTAINER REQUIREMENT 20 |

The lllustrations shown In this Container Requirement
are examples only. Containers that conform to the prin-
ciple of written guidelines for the species but look
slightly differant will still meet the IATA standards.

Applicable to birds of prey (including other birds of pray,
no.g)

Buzzard species Hawk species
Caracara Kestrel species
Condor species Kite species
Eagla spacies Cepray ;
Falcon species Owl species
Gyrfalcon Vuliure species
Harrier

See Country Varations (Chapter 2); CAG-07, GBG-01/02¢
O4406/10 and USG-01.

Sas Operator Varations (Chapter 3); CO-03/04/05/08,
GF-02, 1R-02 and QF-01.

1. CONTAINER CONSTRUCTION @
Materials

Wood, hardboard (masonite), non-toxic plastic, fibreglass
arvd synthetics. weld mesh and strong plastic mash.

Principles of Design

The following principles of design must be met in addition
o the General Container Requirements outiined at the
beginning of this chapter,

EXAMPLE:

Sliding panel with
two 5 em (2 in) diameter
ventidation openings
Handgrip/Spacer bar

Doubla mesh —

Food and water confainer __—
with outside access

Note: Food and waler troughs must be provided.

202

22

Slze

The normal habits and necessary freadom of movernant of
the bird species involved will determine the size.

The height of the container must be sufficient to allow the
bird to just be able to stand in a normal position. No head
clearanca s required for these specles because they tend
to jurnp up forcefully If pamitted to do so.

The container or comparimeant of a contalner must be wide
enough so that the bird can turn round without stretching
its wings to thalr full extent.

Muliple-companment containers can ba used provided
there is sufficient ventilation,

Frame

A solid wood frame, either screwed or nailed and glued with
a non-taxic glue, located on the oulside.

Sides

The sides must be elther of wood or hardboard. The front
mist be double with the outer layer made of weld mesh
and the inner layer of a strong plastlc mesh with a distance
of 45 cm (12 in) betwasn them.

The interior af the container must not have sharp edges or
prefubarances on which the birds can injure themsalves,
Handling Spacer Bars/Handles

Must be provided as shown in the illustration on four sides
of tha container.

Floor

Solid and leak-procf, it can be covered with carpating in
order to allow the bird to get a firm foothold.

Perches

These species can travel safely standing on their fest but
small raplors prefer 10 be off the ground and a wooden
black, firmly fixed to the bottorn of the contalner, will allow
it to feel securs.

Eniry/exit siding
door in the rear

Veniilation opanings
(optional)

1]

Vantilation cpenings covered
with mesh or bafed
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Container Requirements

| CONTAINER REQUIREMENT 20 (cont'd) |

Stocking Density

One bird per container or compartment of & container.
Roof
Must be padded with & saft non-destructitde pacding.
Door

A vertical or horizontal sliding or hinged door must be
constructed 1o cover the front plastic mesh of the container
and i must have at least two observation openings of
appraximalely 5§ ¢rm (2 in) in the upper third,

Ventilation

Meshed ventlation openings, approximately 2.5 cm (1 in)
in diameter must be provided at approximately 5 cm (2 in)
distance apar along all four sides of the container, There
musl ba g line of openings near the base large enough 1o
allow some light into the container in order that the bird can
see wall enough o eat while remaining in semi-darkness,
The opanings must be covered by external wiremeash but
care must be taken that there are no sharp edges present
within tive container, all edges must be covered with a
smooth matesial,

Feed and Water Containers

Waber containers miest be provided, they must be accessible
for refilling.

These birds feed from the floor so do not require food
trougha.

Solderad tin must never be used.

Rigid Plastic Pet Contalners
{see Container Aequirament 1)

A modified rigid plastic pet containers is suitable for use.
The follewing modifications must be made:

& fixed foothold blocks or non-slip floor lining must be
fixed appropriately 1o the foor of the containes;
non-destructible padding maust be fixed to the roof;

the doors and ventilalion openings must be baffed with
a suitable material to parmit air to enter but keep the
conlainer in semi-darkness,;

an obsarvation openingflap into the container must ba
prasant;

& suitable water comainer must be fived inside the
comainar with a means of refiling,

lzbelling must conform to IATA standards for Live
Anirmals,

It & container has wheals, they must be removed or rendered
Inoparakie,
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TYPICAL RIGID PLASTIC CONTAINER

Front door and upper slits ‘:l:hﬂhsﬁ
(i any) covered with muslin or
pauze baflle 1o reduce light ,'/
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2. PREPARATIONS BEFORE
DISPATCH
(see Chapter 5}

ltis advisable that shippers must ansure thal wild birds have
been held ahter capture for approcimately thirty days before
dispatch to overcame the stress of caplure and allow them
to become accusiomed to confinemant and their new diel.
it ks of the utmost Importance that all birds be given, under
close supervision, an opporunily to drink an amgle supply
of water before departure.

These species are shipped one per compartment of a
multiple container or one par container. The only excepbon
1o this rule is when nestlings are being moved for a specific
reason which must be cleared with the relevant authorities
at the time of reservation,

Fakcons and hawks — the bird must be given its normal
food prior to dispatch which must be suflicient up 1o 24 hours.
The af feathers of thase birds damage easily. Adhesive
brown paper stripe (not plastic taps) bound around the tail
feathers for pratection, which can be soaked off at the end
af the journey, have been wsed succasshully.

3. FEEDING AND WATERING GUIDE
(far emergency use only)

Birds do not usually require additional feeding during
24 hours following the time of dispalch,

If feading is required due fo an unforeseen delay, chunks
af raw meat or fish (no live food) must be provided for eagles,
falcons, hawks and owls. For falcons and hawks, the raw
meat miest be provided in chunks sufficiently large to parmit
the: bird to grip the food. Molsture is normally obtained from
the food, therefore, water must only be offered in wary hat
weatner.

This species aal Irom the Boor and shippess inslnuctions on
feading muat be followad.
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Tﬁf Live Animals Regulations

| CONTAINER REQUIREMENT 20 (cont'd) |

4. GEMERAL CARE AND LOADING
(see Chapters 5 and 10}

Birds are very nervous by nature and containers must be
handied carafully. The container must not be jolted and
unnecessary tlting must be avoided, Birds must be provided
withi water a1 the time of departurs, transfer, layover and at
destination.

Birds will not feed in the dark and must be stowed in at
least dim light suflicient for them to see their food.

Faleons and hawks — disturbance of these birds must ba
kept to & minimum &s they ane easily fightened and this
could kave harmful consequences, Thess birda react with
spoad and violence in fright; the contalner must be opened
only for exceplional reasons and only by an experienced
raplor handler,

Thia ventilation openings may be covered with a light mater-
ial, such as muslin that does not ccclude the ventilation, in
arder to reduce the amount of light inside the container.
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